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Patrolling was frequently carried out, especially by the mounted
infantry at Kindat, who used to patrol three times a week. At Min-
gin this patrolling was carried out by the infantry parties alone, as
the country being unsuited for mounted infantry, there were none
in the post. On the first advance up the Chindwin the destruction
and firing of the rebel stronghold of Balet and the use.of the mountain
guns had a great effect at the time. Masein, which had been pre-
paring to resist us, capitulated on our approach, and we found the
news had preceded us to Kindat, which was occupied without op-
position.

The pacification of the Chindwin was greatly facilitated by the

Cultivation of friendly reia- Cultivation of ^ friendly relations with
tions with independent Chiefs independent Chiefs by the civil authori-
and others.                        . tiegL Captain Raikes? the Deputy Com-

missioner, possessed great tact and knowledge of the Burman
character and language, and his intercourse with the natives was
minently successful. The Sawbwas of Thaungdut and Kale, and
he Kyamaing of the latter place, who had been appointed Sawbwa,
vice his uncle the ex-Sctivbwa, were friendly all through, and the
latter sent 100 armed men to co-operate with us in the upper dis-
trict, and assisted in the capture of the rebel of the Taungdwin
district, calling himself Buddha Yaza. The Sliwe Emus of Masein
and Matut were also friendly and gave contingents of armed men
on the occasion noted above.

The disarmament of the country was another measure taken

for its pacification, but this could not be

Disarmament of country.                .   -,       ,            ,                -,                  ,      ,,

carried out on a large scale owing to the

peculiar circumstances of the Chindwin. In the first place, there
were not many arms in the country beyond those in the hands
of the dacoits, and these could only be obtained by their capture
or death. The civil authorities encouraged some of the friendly
Chiefs as above noted to assist us with armed men, and it would
have been contrary to the policy of the Government to disarm the
followers of independent Chiefs like the Sawbwas of Thaungdut and
Kale. Then again to have entirely disarmed the villages on the
right bank of the Upper Chindwin would have exposed them to
the scant mercy of the wild Chins, who made constant raids on
them every dry season.